Priorities — 
for the 
Northwest 


Ontario’s 
first regional 


priority budget 


The Ontario Government's Regional Priority Budget 
this year will provide $9.3 million of special funds ina 
continuing program to solve the problems of regional 
disparity in Northwestern Ontario. 


Last year, Northwestern Ontario was the first of the 
five provincial regions to receive special financing — 
$2.4 million for roads, airport navigation equipment, 
geological surveys, etc. —under Ontario's Design 
Government has approved 28 projects inthe 
Resource Development, Social Development 

and Justice fields. 


Regional Priority Budget financing is over and above 
regular provincial spending in the region 


for the Future 


Under Design for Development, Northwestern Ontario 
has established its long-term goals: 


e tocreate 18,000 new jobs over the next 20 years; 

e toexpand and diversify its economy; 

e tostrengthen its resource-based industries; 

e to provide better transportation and 
communications systems; 

e toimprove health, education, culture, recreation, 
social and government services. 


The economy of Northwestern Ontario is dominated 
by the forestry, mining and tourism industries. Itis 
heavily dependent on adequate, accessible supplies 
of the natural resources needed by each of these 
industries 

Regional Priority Budget projects will contribute to the 
fegion's economic expansion and diversification by 
Opening up its resource areas, while assisting with 

the orderly growth of its urban communities. Individual 
human needs have also been considered and various 
projects will relate directly to the region's 

social needs. 


a 51-mile road 


One major Resource Development project financed 
through the Regional Priority Budget is construction 
of a 51-mile road connecting Dryden and Fort 
Frances. The road was begun in 1973 and will be 
completed in 1978. Construction costs last year 
totalled $500,000. This year another $960,000 will 
be spent 

Designed primarily to help in developing the forestry 
industry potential in the area, the road will also be 


used for mining exploration and tourism development. 


One of the major social benefits which will result is 
the saving of 72.9 miles travelling distance between 
the two communities 


By providing financing for the Dryden-Fort Frances 
road, and for the other Regional Priority Budget 
Projects listed in this brochure, the Ontario 
Government is working to help Northwestern 
Ontario meet its special needs 


Design for Development 


Northwestern Ontario's Regional Priority Budget 
evalved from the Ontario Government's regional 
development program, Design for Development. 


Because economic growth and social development 

do not occur evenly through the province, Design for 

Developmentwas initiated in 1966 to guide, 

encourage and assist orderly and rational develop- 

ment in each of the province's five regions. 

Its basic aims are: 

e toenhance the quality of life for the people 
of Ontario; 

e toencourage private enterprise to prosper within 
a healthy and balanced community; 

* toconserve natural resources for the benefit of all 
the people of Ontario; 

 toimprove the effectiveness of provincial services 
in each region. 


inthe Northwest 


Northwestern Ontario was the first region to complete 
Design for Development — Phase Two policy-making, 
and to establish its long-term goals. 


After a socio-economic study of the region was 
published in October, 1970, a series of public 
meetings was held throughout the region, under the 
auspices of the Northwestern Ontario Development 
Council, Over 30 briefs were submitted by 
municipalities, associations and private individuals. 


As aresult, Northwestern Ontario adopted the strategy 
of focussing economic and population growth in 
strategically-located centres of opportunity and of 
stemming migration from the region while encouraging 
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Life Skills Training at Kenora Jail 20,000: 
To develop and implementa social education 
program at the jail 


